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The Terracotta Woman

Jul 7, 2010 12:23PM

My journey is that of photography,

hers that of the baked earth, of terracotta.

She makes earthenware pots and sells them

to live off them

craft and history she sells

the clay is alive,

the day is alive as it goes to set

as the road to Trapezounta fills with light from lanterns
hanging like bracelets from her thin hands

her needs up to her elbows, she was beautiful, she is beautiful
she’ll always be...

the return gasps, we both return from the loneliness of the day
the car by the shore with the engine open

she by the shore with her heart open

she is alone

as the last cicada that delays to fill up on the daylight...

she’s left with only two

two pots with patterns

she tatters at the sun

at the squares that sway and become rhombuses

sometimes they become melancholic and disappear inside the
baked earth

a Turkish woman with fake bracelets and no teeth
selling earthenware pots

red like blood

strong like bone

I didn’t buy any,

with the engine waiting to save it from its ordeal
I didn’t buy any

even so within just two moments I left

everything I held in my hands

in her hands

she passed her fingers along my eyes

I am not buying earthenware pots from Trapezounta
how can I tell her?

she gave me her sweetest look

she pulled something out of the secret place in her chest
something that looked like a fylahto*

-“a fylahto from illness, a fylahto from Charon”-

a fylahto to protect from something called poetry

and blinds you

and you don’t hear because the calendar pages are so mixed up
in your mind...

but earthenware pots I didn’t buy

I kissed her on the forehead

like she was a mother that threaded a blue bid on a string
like the thread of the road with dust on the hand

she tied it around my wrist like a blessing,

like a march...

I gave her everything I had around my neck

yet I didn’t buy her earthenware pots

and they were cheap

and they were dear in memory

[ didn’t buy...

she put her palm high on the chest, just touching, with straight
fingers

touching the vein that breaths and leaves no one to hear the
thoughts

asking

saying her name with bad Greek accent

Avgerinu

as if the word had lost its colours like faded clothes

I put my palm high on her chest

asking

saying my name clearly

Anatolia

Anadolu, Anadolu

she started crying loudly

thinking that I knew her language

not knowing that it was my mother tongue she was answering
with, kissing me

kissing my fingers

telling her caresses with her eyes

but I didn’t buy anything

all would be left by the shore

by the road that joins in the companionship,

the companionship of two women

that gave each other something that belonged to them

I don’t know how long she’d stay there to wait

to wait for a customer

a relative

a bus

another sun

another face on the road

I don’t know.

I only know why I didn’t buy

and after I left the crying of the setting sun would have been
envious of the stillness,

I know...

but perhaps the earthenware pots would remain by the road
unsold

perhaps broken or abandoned

and Avgerinoula

that Turkish woman, a woman of my family

of my road

of my world

would wear my jewels next to her vein

and I would wear her fylahto next to my vein
and the earthenware pots would remain there
red and hard like blood

to remind of a bond...

To my employer later I wrote
and gave a title to the photograph
The terracotta woman
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and in my soul Trapezounta would speak
differently

another story

free for me

and maybe, who knows, for Avgerini too.

Original poem by Erma Vasiliou, translated by Dina
Gerolymou © 2010

* a protection from evil usually containing holy relics

Here you can read the original version in Greek
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To talidt pov £ival avTo TNC PWTOYPGPLONC

TO 61k0 TNC ALTO TG YNREPNC YNNG, TNG TEPAKOTA, MALDA
boyela To0VKAALA PTLAYVEL KoL TOVAGEL pla pa (o€,
TEYVN Kau wtopia,

CwprTarog o mAog, (wrtavi n pépa mnyaivel va ofriosct
KaBwc o bpopoc £€w amd tny Tpane(ovvta yepiel wc
amd @avapla

HE Bpalodla Ta AEMTA FEPLA TG, YEPATA PEYPL oyedov
TOD AQYKWDPA Ol OPAYKEC TNC, TAP Opop@n, elval opopEn
0a eivan mavta...

ayKopaydael  emaotpo@r), yvpifovpe Kt ot Hvo amo tn
povaéia tng pépag,

TO AQLTOKIPNTO TNV OYON pe T PNyovy avoryti

avTh ot 6y0Nn pe tTnY Kapdid tny avoyyti, eivar povn,
OIWG To TeEAELTALO TCLT(IKL MOV APYEL A FOPTATEL TN
pépa...tng épewar 6vo, 6vo ToovKkaALa pE oYEdLA, oTOD
NAL0 P YEPPEL 0TA TETPAYWPA OV AKDPI(OUD Kal
yivovtat popor, mote peAayy0Ao0V Katl yAvovtal ¢To

YNREPO JOpA

i yovaika Todpriooa pe wedTika Bpayiodia, dev eiye 6ovtia
mhAva Soyela KOKKIa oo afpa

yeP& oav KOKaAQ... 6ev aydpaca odTe £va

HE TN UNYovn v mEPIEDEL Do TN PYGAw aIId TO PaPTOPLO

Hev ayopaoa 00TE £va, Kl OpWG apyoTepa 0 VO OTIYHEG PETQ
aenoa 6,Tt elyav T YEPLA POV 0T YEPLX TNG

Ta 6AKTLAG TNG TEPAOE OTA PATLA 11OV

bev ayopdCw mAwa doyeia amd tny TpameCodVTa, TWOG VA TNG TO
nw

pov £dwae to mo YALKS TG PAEppa, EByade ammd gl KPOIITN 0TO
0TtNBo¢ TG K&TL oL £potale pe @LAAYTO

«@LAOYTO A aPPWOTIX, LAAYTO ATIO YAPO», GLANYTO AT KATL

mov A£YETa MOINoN KAl 0€ TUPAWDEL DA PNV GKODG yracti
pmepbedovtan 0To POV ot NuEPOBEIKTEG

pa 6ev ayopaoca mAwa Soyela, ™ @iAnoa 0To pETwio

oV Do’ TA PAVQ IOV MEPAOE Pl YavTpa Boadaoold o’ Eva vipa,
o To PIIA ToL HpOHoL PE OKOVT OTO YEPL

Hov ™ £6e0€ 0TO YEPL, oo BEVETAN 1) ELYT, T) TTOPELQ

™E Y&ploa 6,TL Popodoa 0To Ao pa 6ev aydpaoa Ta MHALLA
Soyela g

K1 \TaD @TNUa, KL HTaw akplB& otn priun, ey aydpaoa

£Bade TNV OAGEN YnAa@lotd ynAd oto othog pe iowa Ta
SaxTuAa v’ ayyiCovv T @AéPa oL avamvéel ekel mov Hev anvel
D’ aKODOEL KAVELG TN OKEYT, pWTWODTAG, AEYOVTAG HE AOYMHN
eAANVIKN IPOWopP& T’ Gvopd TG

Avgerinu

oav va elye ydoel ypopoata n AEEN dnwg Ta podya,
£Rada T maAdpn ynAd oTo 0TNOOC TNE PWTWVTAC, AEYOVTAG
KaBapd T’ Gvopa pov,

Avatodia

Anadolu, Anadolu, mfpe ka1 ewvale, vopifovtag nwg yvwpila
yAwooa g avti mwg nEepe ekeivn T 61KN 1OV OV AIAVTOVOE,
va e @lAder,

v oL PLAGeET T HAKTLAQ,

va e yaidbodoyel pe Ta paTia

pa 6ev aydpaoca timota, oty dxOn 6Ax Ba Epevav

oto 6pdpo mov nepietan T CLVLTPOPLY, TN CLVTPOPLA HVO
YUDAKWD OV Yaploav 1 o oty GAAN K&t 61k6 1) K&Oe pa,
bev E€pw mOO0 Ba £peEve AKONX D IEPTPIEVEL EDX TIEAGTY,

Eva guyyepy,

éva Aewgopeio,

£v’ &AAo Ao, pa GAAN popet oo 6pdpo, bev EEpw

Zépw povo yrati ev aydpaoa... KL a@dTov £Quya To KAGIATA TOV
He1dwod Oa Theyaw TN olwn

Eépw... pa lowg Kot va épewan to mAwa Soyeia ot 6yon
amodANTa, (0w Kot paylopéva f eYKATaAEIPpéDQ, KL N
Avyepwoida, avth n Todpriooa n §ikn, n 61kn Tov GpdHoL oL, N
S1k1 Tov KOoPOL oL Ba POPODUE TA YPLOAPIKG KOVTA 0N PAER
™G, KL £YW TO @LAAYTO TNG KOVTA NG 0T @AERa POV, KAl T
mAwa Goyela Ba Epevav, KOKKIWX Kat OKANPG oav aipo va
BupiCovv pla ovyyévera...

0ToV £pY0odATN pov Eypaya apydtepa, Kt E6waa Eéva TiTAO

KGTw amd T gwtoypagia, yia 6oa 16 0 paKrOC 1100

The terracotta woman...

Kl ot yoyh pov n Tpamelodvta Oa ptdodoe aAMOTIKA piav
aAAn 1otopia, eAedOepn yLa péva,

Kl lowg, motog &Epet, Kl yla Tnv Avyepivn

© 2010 Eppa Baoiisiov

Ebw Oa Bpeite tn petagpaocn otnr AyyAlkn

P

Copyright secured by Digiprove © 2010


http://www.digiprove.com/show_certificate.aspx?id=P25475;guid=HK4FpH8sP0SUe9aHzC6i_w
http://www.digiprove.com/show_certificate.aspx?id=P25475;guid=HK4FpH8sP0SUe9aHzC6i_w
http://www.digiprove.com/show_certificate.aspx?id=P25475;guid=HK4FpH8sP0SUe9aHzC6i_w
http://diasporic.org/?p=3209
http://diasporic.org/?p=3115
http://diasporic.org/?p=3099
http://diasporic.org/?p=3165
http://diasporic.org/?p=3234
http://diasporic.org/?p=3115
http://www.digiprove.com/show_certificate.aspx?id=P25476;guid=3SLyesrkDEeMwfpa5VV0uw
http://www.digiprove.com/show_certificate.aspx?id=P25476;guid=3SLyesrkDEeMwfpa5VV0uw
http://www.digiprove.com/show_certificate.aspx?id=P25476;guid=3SLyesrkDEeMwfpa5VV0uw

Related Posts:

¢ H Kdmpog elpot Aéonowa
* ZJvuyyévela

¢ H Ewkova pag

¢ Adxupo ‘Edvtpo

* AvTiyovn

2UYYEVELX

Jul 5, 2010 09:25AM

H yn pe &éyetar oow amohbBwpévo daxpo
dev voywpet

omwg 6ev novyalel Kavévag av e mapel £va KOPPATL OV
va belmvnoet

£YW 1 YaAblaopévn puin To aAmdKoppa
pupiCopat omwpo@dpa aId PaKPLX

Kl eKelva MEQTOLY J1€ TIPOTELYOVTAL

oav adnedyo (wdo Aaywvikod

otav og Eekovpdlovy

T ava@ANTAE TOL TOAKOD AOTEPX

aKOOW POVT POv O EPWTEC

™ @wVT| ToL Iad100 TNY aKoLHE

K1 o1 6vo

0€ TPOYLEC TIOL YAVOLD PEPX KL Wpa Gdika
OLDAVTIONOCTE

o€ Do aoLYKPITWC TWY Tepaein

6, TL KAVOLE £YEl TPOOWIIO XKATEPYATTO
bev énewe eyydpt mov va yhoope

TPOEN oL Se potpdoape

DOYTO IOV HEV AKLPWOAE

TO QOPLO YWPLX P0G

mipe oapdvta ypévia ovpdvia va pag meloet
TMEPVARE Amd Pla OTLYPN 0€ Pl GAAN meTo€id
amdevn oe pla ahAaia

dixol 0T0 MPéoWIIO TNG VOY TG

to €ibeg ooV DIVO TOL

nw¢ £dmvnoeg eloot 0 EEYwpog Ywpog

oV O YEVVNOE

pali pag éopie o youog
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But I saw in the burning cup

The gaze of a woman

Her name was poetry in the fever of burning
Her name was peace in the fever of demand
She was named integrity in the red of remembrance
She was named red in the guts of the vase
That pours without betraying the color

That gives without wearing the spirit

That gives from its light to the dark

Without making the name bleed

And that puts out her thirst with the fire

for all those that bring it as one

And treat it alike

Without it being scattered unfairly

(under Press, written in 1989, partly translated in 2009)
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Kt 6pwg eiba 010 KawT6 KOIIEAAO

™ BwpLd T™C YuvoiKag

TN Aéyaw moinomn oToV MUPETO P0G KAWAG
™ Aéyav €1pfvn ooV mMoupeTod NG {TNoNg
™Y Aéyap akEPAIX 0TO KOKKIDO TNG AvAUvNong
™ AEyave KOKKIDO 0TA OTTAGYD

TOL OPPOPEX

mov yovel ywpic va mpobivel ypwpa

mov &ivel ywpic va Kovpdlel mredpa

mov 6{vel ammd TO PWC TOL 0TO OKOTASL
Ywplg va patwvel dvoua

Ko pe mop Eebuydet

000V¢ TO PEPoLY pali

ota 6ia mov To PrAcdovy, oTaw oéPovTat...
ywplc va oKopmETAL AOTKQ

Avpkog IMupetog 1989 (Yo €éxkboon)
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