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On achieving ‘truth’ in
writing ... (“The Write
Approach” col. 6)

Jun 7, 2010 11:59AM

As writers we draw on many facets of ourselves for the telling of
a story, the creation of a poem. We utilise knowledge,
experience, feelings, sensory perceptions, memories, et al. As
mentioned previously, you have a SITUATION and a STORY; to
bring this alive the feelings that belong to it must be
acknowledged and then realized as being the actual experience
paramount to the story. Without the feeling there is no story.
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The last column focussed on the discipline required within
writing and I intended to devote two columns to this
subject due to both the importance of it and the confusion
that can enter a writer’s mind in relation to utilising
emotion, imagination and discipline. Hence this column
continues the discussion.
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Every work of literature has both a situation and

a story. The situation is the context or circumstance,
sometimes the plot; the story is the emotional experience
that preoccupies the writer, the insight, the wisdom, the
thing one has come to say.
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Dear fellow writers,

Liat

The topic for the February column of ‘The Write Approach ..." is
inspired by my written conversation with Nicholas Fourikis
(03+04 Feb.) He discussed the freedom, or otherwise, associated
with different genres of writing from his perspective. While we
would all agree, I think, that the different forms have their own
restrictions and demands, I want to discuss the power and the
freedom that goes with working with words ‘imaginatively’
across genres. Without the use of imagination with any material
we are attempting to analyse or associate with, we can only
produce a more commonplace prose or verse.
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This column is offered by Diasporic and is to be directed
towards its member writers. It is a monthly suggestions and
information column taken up by Liat Kirby-Nagar who’s had
many years involvement in literature.

Liat is a Melbourne-based poet, was the founding director of
Lynk Manuscript Assessment Service following its ‘liberation’
from the National Book Council in 1998. She expended an
enormous amount of energy and passion on behalf of emerging
Australian writers during her six-year term as director of Lynk.
During that time, 17 new authors secured publication after
having their work assessed by Lynk. Liat now devotes her time to
writing, manuscript appraisal and teaching creative writing.

Click here for details of Liat’s wonderful book of poetry, Curving
my Eyes to Almonds, published by Papyrus Publishing.

Please make her feel welcome with comments or suggestions.

But enough of introductions, lets see what Liat has to say about
The Write Approach...:
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Avth ) oThAnN €xel SnpovpynBel amd TN AlaoTIopiKT e OKOMIO Do
bilvel nepikég 16éeg otoug ovyypageic mdvw oe OEpata Ekboong
Twv PPAlwY Kot Ipowbnang Tov £Pyou Toug.

Tnv empedetton n Liat Kirby-Nagar, ouyypa@éag pe peydin
ovpPoAn ot ékboom moinong otn MeABodpvn. H Liat eivan
I6pvTik6 0TéAey0Cg Tng Lynk Manuscript Assessment Service
(eToupeia mov vroponBaet oty alordynon PipAiwv mpog
dnuoaicvon oty AyyAlkn). Me T1g evépyeleg g Liat evtog g
Lynk 17 BipAia exb6OnKav tehevtaia ouyypa@éwn ot omoiot
Bondnonkaw amd T etapeia.

H othAn The Write Approach... mpoopiCetot pévo yia péin g
Awxomopikfc Kt eneldi 1 Liat mov tnp ypdget 6v ypwpilel
EAMvikG péypt va Ppebel dtopo to omolo Ba petagpdoet Tig
ovppovAég g Ba T €yovpe péVO OTNY AYYALKT.

Av 6pwg vdpyel apreTn {RTNoN va yivel n petdepaocn oty
EAAnvkn 1 ko otnp Iomavikn Oa o KGvovpe, yU' autd KAVTE TIg
MPOTACELG / MAPATNPNOELG 0UC YLUTi POVO PETW AVTWD TWD
mPOTATEWD H1EVEPYODVTAL Ol BEATIWOELG TIPOG KATL KAADTEPO.
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